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Department for Children 
and Fami lies 

MYTHS AND FACTS – 
DCF CUSTODY AND FOSTER CARE 

MYTH FACT 
☐ Children in Foster Care have access to ☐ Children NOT in Foster Care have the same access to services as 

additional services for mental health children in Foster Care. Foster Care can limit some services such as 
and drug and alcohol. some Family First Services and SED waiver respite. Most foster parents 

and facilities are not trained to address addictions. 

☐ Children in Foster Care have access to ☐ Children in Foster Care are placed on the same PRTF wait list and have 
more PRTF resources. access to the same facilities as children in parental custody, with the 

exclusion of one PRTF that is available to only girls NOT in foster care. 
Children in Foster Care require the same assessment process and 
approval for payment by insurance providers prior to being placed in a 
PRTF or on the PRTF wait list. A court order does not influence the 
insurance providers determination.  All PRTF facilities have the right to 
decline admittance into their facility. 

☐ Children in Foster Care can be moved to ☐ Children in Foster Care can pass the wait list for disability supports 
the top of the IDD Waiver List. needed while in Foster Care; however, children in parental custody can 

also pass the wait list in crisis situations to avoid coming into custody. 

☐ If a child is placed in Foster Care for ☐ Children in custody can’t be forced to attend school by Foster Parents, 
truancy DCF and the Grantee (SFM) will Kin, or Facilities. Placements can try therapeutic techniques to 
be able to force them to attend school. encourage the child to attend school but don’t have the ability to force 

a child to go to school. 

☐ Placing a child in DCF custody as a ☐ Most of these behaviors are a result of past trauma. Placing a child into 
punishment or teaching a “lesson” for Foster Care causes more trauma to a child and will likely increase the 
their negative behavior (running away, negative behaviors versus improve the behavior. Addressing the cause 
committing crimes, using substances, of the behavior in a trauma based therapeutic setting would likely lead 
refusing to go to school) will motivate to better outcomes. 
them to do better. 

☐ DCF/SFM have access to facilities to ☐ All placements have a right to refuse placement of a child. There are 
meet the needs of children who have very few placements where there are no other children placed. There 
sexually acting out behaviors or other are no placements or facilities who can provide 100% supervision at 
criminal behaviors. all times. 





INDEPENDENT LIVING
Self-Sufficiency Program


Department for Children
and Families


The Kansas Foster Child Education Assistance 
Act (Tuition Waiver) is administered through 
DCF. Tuition and fees are waived at select 
schools and colleges. The list of eligible post-sec-
ondary institutions can be found at www.kansas-
regents.org.


• You must be in/have been in DCF custody, 
in a foster care placement at age 18, adopted 
at/after age 16 or released from a foster care 
placement to a guardianship at/after age 16.


• You may also be eligible if you were released 
from foster care custody before age 18 and 
graduated from high school or obtained your 
GED while in DCF custody and an out-of-
home placement.


HOW TO APPLY
Apply through the registrar’s office at your 
post-secondary institution. Ask to fill out the 
application for the Foster Child Education Assis-
tance Program.


TUITION WAIVER


Not all youth will be eligible for all IL pro-
gram services. Contact your IL Coordinator 


to determine your eligibility. Awards are 
subject to available funding.
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* DCF Service Center


 


West


Wichita


East


KC


West DCF.WestIL@ks.gov


Wichita DCF.WichitaIL@ks.gov


East DCF.EastIL@ks.gov


KC DCF.KansasCityIL@ks.gov


 Independent Living 
Regional Contacts


Contact 785-296-4653 or 
go to http://IL.dcf.ks.gov







What the 
Independent Living (IL) 
Program can do for you


Medical coverage is provided until the last day of 
the month when you turn 26. Limited vision and 
dental are included with your coverage until age 21.


• You must have been in Kansas Department 
for Children and Families (DCF), Kansas 
Department of Corrections-Juvenile Services 
(KDOC-JS) or Tribal Authority care at age 18.


• You must live in Kansas.
• Apply through the KanCare Clearinghouse by 


completing the Application for Families and 
Children available at www.kancare.ks.gov.


MEDICAL COVERAGE


Independent Living Subsidy provides monthly 
assistance to help with living expenses, based upon 
need. Eligibility lasts until you turn 21.


• You must have aged out of DCF custody, 
KDOC-JS or Tribal Authority from an eligible 
placement at age 18.


• You must be a Kansas resident.
• Marital status does not impact eligibility for 


subsidy.
• You must be financially responsible for main-


tenance and expenses.
• Living alone, with a roommate(s) or in a fami-


ly setting are all acceptable.
• A plan to obtain a high school diploma, GED 


or full-time employment is required.


INDEPENDENT LIVING SUBSIDY Chafee funds are available to help former foster 
youth achieve self-sufficiency. Basic Chafee can 
be utilized for:


• supporting high school graduation
• GED completion
• daily living
• budgeting
• money management
• transportation
• clothing


BASIC CHAFEE


You may be eligible for an allowance for limited 
rent assistance, start-up household goods and car 
repair assistance. Eligibility lasts until you turn 21.


ADDITIONAL SERVICES


Education & Training Voucher (ETV) funds are 
available to assist with post-secondary education 
completion. These funds can assist with attend-
ing a vocational school, commmunity college or 
university.


• You must be a high school graduate or have 
obtained a GED.


• You must have aged out of DCF custody, 
KDOC-JS or Tribal Authority from an eligi-
ble placement on or after your 18th birthday, 
left an eligible placement to a permanent 
order of guardianship or custodianship on or 
after your 16th birthday, or been adopted from 
an eligible placement on or after your 16th 
birthday.


• You may also be eligible if you were in an 
eligible placement for any length of time after 
you turned 14. Youth who left a foster care 
placement subject to permanent custodianship 
or guardianship or who were adopted before 
the youth’s 16th birthday are not eligible for 
ETV.


• You may participate in the ETV program for 
a maximum of five years. Eligibility for ETV 
ends when you turn 26.


EDUCATION & TRAINING 
VOUCHER (ETV)







