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The facts about oral healthcare 
for people with d isabili ties 
BY THE NUMBERS: 

1 bil ion 
people worldwide adults m the US have 
have a d tSabih an intellectual or 

phys.ca d1sab1li y 

#
The number one health need 
for people w ith disabi l ities is 
adequate ora l care 

6.5 million people 
w it h d isabi lities are 
not able to access the 
oral care they need 

1 in 54 
children are diagnosed 
with autlSm every year 
and 1 in 700 babies 
arebornw th 
Down syndrome 

NEED 

Chi ldren with d isabilities 
are 30% more likely to 
have their first den al 
visi t delayed 

all u' • • e:, shine
'n1\e 

COMP ED L POPU T ON, PEOPLE WITH DI ABILIT ES 

Have higher 
rates and Increased 
severity of 
periodontal 
disease 

More train ng 
for dentists 
Dental studen s 
report the need for 
more preparah on in 

providing care to 
patients w,th 
d isab Ii es 

Much higher 
rates of 
untreated 
cavl ti tts 

Hore awareness 
One in e11ery 
10 people has a 
d sabl11ty. and more 
than two-thirds 
of them do not 
receI11e any type 
of oral care 

Hore 
m ss ngand 
decaying 
teeth 

Close the gaps 
In Medicare and 
Medicare coverage 

ed1care covers many 
healthcare services, 
bu not oral hea thcare 
for many people 
w th d1sab1ht1es 

+ 

More gum 
d sease and system 
diseases Including 
heart d sease and 
diabetes 

Support for 
careg lven 
Studies show 
caregivers play 
a vita role In the 
provIsIon of oral 
health support 

Of all the medically underserved populations. people Dr. Steve Perlman, 
Global Clin,ca Director and Founder, with disabilities have been the most marginalized Spec.al Olympics, Professor Boston UnIvers ty 
Dental School o edIcIne.when it comes to oral healthcare." 
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Confidence in Every Smile 7 Videos 

Welcome to Confidence in Ev 

► Helpful Tips for Better Toothb1 

► Brushing With Movement Che 

► Toothpaste Tools That Work -

► Brushing Tips That Reduce G 

Flossing Help for Limited Mot 

~ I Brushing Your Teeth While SE 

Education 

Confidence in Every Smile 



the Teeth of Others 
Help caregivers build confidence and compassion. 

This training video shows practical ways to make brushing someone else's teeth easier, safer, and more comfortable-while supporting 

dignity and better oral health. Perfect for trainers teaching caregivers who support people with disabilities. 

Education 



 

Feeling Good About Your Smile 

Education Hands-on Activities 

• Acid attack experiment 

• Choosing healthy snacks 

• Finding food and germs 

• Applying the right amount of 

toothpaste 

• Brushing their teeth 
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ACCESSIBLE 
ORAL HEALTH 
2025 ECHO: 
BUILDING CONFIDENCE IN 
DENT AL TEAMS TO SERVE 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

• This series will include 5 courses on 

Thursdays, beginning September 4 

through October 2, 2025. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • All courses will be held via Zoom Noon -
1:00 PM CST. 

Cl Register Here: 

bit.ly/ Accessible0ra1Health2025ECHO 

Q DEi.TA DENTAL 
Thlsp,o;ocrwassup-,ecJbygr.,ntlundmgltom 
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MYDENTALCARE 

PASSPORT 
GUIDING EVERY VISIT --

BETTER VISITS 
START HERE 
My Dental Care Passport shares 
needs before the visit begins. 

Download Your Passport ➔ 

MY DENTALCARE 

PASSPORT 

Communication 



+ MY DENTAL CARE ~ + 
++ PASSPORT ~_,. ++ 

For users! This passport is unique to you . Please fill out all 
information tha you thmk 1s important. 
:tQ.LI cao fiod the Passport Usec Guide bece, 

For my d ntal team: This is key reading for all staff working 
with me. It g ives important information about how I can be 
supported when visiting your clmic This passport should be kept 
visible and used when you alk o me or have a question about 
me. Vou can fiod the Qental Igam Passpgrt User Guide here. 

0ABOUT ME 
My nam is: 

I like to be called: 

My pr ferred pronoun is: 
7 He She 7 They ...J Not listed ________ _ 

I am my own guardian. 
u Yes _J No 

Please check the box that appli s: 
L I completed his form myself. 
L I completed th is form with help from someone e lse . 

to •~aim moni. 

This is the best person to contact for more infor-mation about me: 

Name: 

Phone: 
Email: 

911 COMMUNICATION 
~ AND BEHAVIOR 
Ways that I prefer to communicate with people: 
Please check all that apply. 
□ Talk to me directly, even if I bring someone with me. 
□ Use plain language. 

□ Give me time to process the questions. 

□ I have a speech impairment and can be difficult to understand. 

□ It takes time to form my words so please be patient. 

□ I am non-speaking, but I am communicating with you in other ways. 

□ Other : __________________________ _ 

I communicate using: 
For example: speech, preferred language, sign language, communication 
devices or aids, pictures, non-speaking sounds. Please state if extra time or 
support is needed. 

fJ SENSITIVITIES 
There are some things at the dental office that cannot be taken away. However, 
there are things that you and the dental office can do to help make your dental 
visit more relaxing. Please add any information about what makes you feel upset 
or relaxed at the dental office below. 

These are some things that can upset me: 
Please check all that apply. Please describe your needs. 

D Smell: ______________ _ 
For example: dental office, perfume. 

type of disability do I ha""v:::;:e:::::: ==================l---□_E,Sounds: -::ib~::::======~~======~~~- -- -- -~~-==-~~=-=_=_=;~::::~;; 
• iii ies below. ~ 

0 ~ ;:,,n 
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My Dental Care Passport, a/so known as 
The Passport, is designed to help People 

With intellectual and deve/opmenta/ disabilities voice their individual needs. USE OF THE PASSPORT CAN: Improve the dental team-patient 
relationship 

Allow you to best prepare for an appointment before an individual 
enters the office 

Save time and resources Increase the chance of a successful visit 8 DO Nor SHARE WITHour PATIENT CONSENT My Dental Care Passport is unique to the 
patient and contains persona/ information 

and eJCperiences. It's not to be shared With 
anyone outside of your dental office team, 

induding other healthcare professionals, 
Without the patient's permission. 

DENTALCAREPASSPoRT7 Share The Passport With patients before their first appointment via email or mai l. Select a method that 
suits your office and the patient. Advise the patient, family or caregiver 

to complete and return the document 
to your office BEFORE the day of their 

appointment. 
• All members of the staff who Will interact With the patient should read the document before the appointment 

day arrives. 
Discuss the appointment as a team, 

develop a plan, and make any necessary adjustments to the office 
environment able to be made. When the patient arrives, review The 

Passport together and attach the document to patient records. Review patient 's 'My Dental Care Passport • before the neJCt visit. 

Communication 



 

PATHWAYS TO 
VH ORAL HEALTH FOR DENTISTS FOR INDIVIDUALS RESOURCES 

CHECK OUT OUR LATEST RESOURCES, HERE. 

MY DENTALCARE 

~ PASSPORT 

Welcome to 

BLOG MV DENTAL CAI£ PASSPORT 

My Dental Care Passport 

For Individuals, 
Families, or 
Caregivers: 

Inside the State of Kansas 

My Dental Care Passport My Dental Care Passport • Spanish 

For Providers and 
Dental Office Teams: 

Use the link below or further information about 

Outside the State 
of Kansas: 

Please modify this document to meet the 

https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-
Communication 

dental-care-passport/ 

https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
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CHANGE A LIFE TODAY -t 
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Network 
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Network 



 

PROBLEMS? 

We are your KanCare 
Concierge for Dental 
Offices 
Our Dental Medicaid Facilitator team is here to help dentists become Kansas 

Medicaid providers. With 120 years of shared experience, we are available to offer 

real , hands-on support - no chatbots, just real people ready to assist you . Whether 

you're new to Medicaid or expanding your practice, our team is here to help make 

the process as smooth as possible. 

CONTACT OUR DENTAL MEDICAID FACILITATOR TEAM: 

Provider 
Network 



FOR DENTISTS FOR INDIVIDUALS RESOURCES 

Welcome to Pathways to Oral Health 
Pathways to Oral Health is a collaborative initiative between the dental and disabilities communities in Kansas, dedicated to 

improving access to dental care and expanding education on oral health for individuals with disabilities who rely on KanCare. By 

improving oral health literacy and addressing critical barriers in dental care delivery, we are working to ensure that every 

individual-regardless of ability-can receive the quality oral healthcare they deserve. 

FOR DENTISTS 

Join KanCare: Make a Meaningful 
Impact for Your Neighbors 
As a dentist your WOOi 1s more than JUSI a profession-rt is a chance to impact lives Becommg a Medicaid provider through KanCare 

allOws you lo offer essential denial care to individuals who need rt most, including pabenls wilt! disabilities ti is truly meaningful wort 

that makes a lasting drffE!l'ence m your community 

We are here to support you &>J&ry step of the way With technical asstStance, specialized educat~al information on treating patients 

w,th d1sabthlles and seamless enrollment guidance, we help dental offices become KanCa1e providers and expand the netwont of 

profesS10nals dedicated lo serving individuals with disabrh\Jes 

Take the next step today and experience the personal and professiooal 11.Jlfillment of prov1Chng quality dental care lo !hose who need 

llmostl 

c:\ PATH WAYS TO 
V,U ORAL HEALTH 

Treating Individuals with 
Disabilities 
Here, you will find comprehensive infonnation designed to support the 

delivery of exceptional dental care for indiV>duals with disabmbas. Our goal 

is to empower dentists and their teams wrth the knowledge and tools 

needed to enhance patient care, ensuring these individuals receive the 

best possible lreatment in a compassionate, accessible, and effective 

manner. Expl01e our resources lo improve your practice and make a 

meaningful impact fOf your neighbon.. 

@ Content & Educational Opportunities (Conv>g Soon!) 

Pathways to Oral Health Website 

http://www. pathway stooralhealth. org 

www.pathwaystooralhealth.org 

http://www.pathwaystooralhealth.org
www.pathwaystooralhealth.org


 

Thank You! 

mlynchsmall@oralhealthkansas.org 

mailto:mlynchsmall@oralhealthkansas.org
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